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ANCHORAGE MUSEUM 2026 NOVEMBER - DECEMBER
 PROGRAMS & EXHIBITIONS SCHEDULE*


Media Contact: Kayla Kostka, 907-929-9231, kkostka@anchoragemuseum.org

For images, email communications@anchoragemuseum.org or call 907-929-9231.

*Information provided below is subject to change. To confirm details and dates, call the museum’s marketing and public relations department at 907-929-9227.
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NEWS
Free Admission for Military Members (Observance of Veterans Day)
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2026
Current and past military members are invited to enjoy free admission in observance of Veterans Day, sponsored by Credit Union One.

Holiday Hours
Thursday, Nov. 26 — Closed 
Thursday, Dec. 24 — Closed 
Friday, Dec.— Closed

NOVEMBER EVENTS
Slow Craft Sessions: Needle Felting
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 4 Seed Lab
Slow down and explore your creative side in this slow craft handwork series. Slow Craft Sessions, hosted by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild, showcase a chosen technique, from loom weaving to macrame and more. In this session, learn the basics of needle felting and create your own whimsical project to take home. Materials provided. $10 Materials Fee. Registration recommended. 
This event is part of a Slow Craft series on the first Wednesday of the month. Join us to explore creative practices, connect with local crafters, build community and find a new spark.
Live in the Planetarium: Discover the Scent World of Iceland
5 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 5 Thomas Planetarium
From the fresh green foliage of a Reykjavík summer to the mineral scent of a glacier dusted with volcanic soot, experience Iceland's landscapes and memories through fragrance, sound and storytelling.

Join Icelandic perfumery and art collective Fischersund for an immersive, small-group experience in the Anchorage Museum Planetarium. Through narrated scent poems, original fragrances, atmospheric music and ethereal visuals, Fischersund brings the sights, sounds and scents of Iceland to life. Encounter unexpected aromas of licorice, ocean air, metallic harbors and tart rhubarb as scent becomes a way to experience place, memory and imagination.

Registration required; space is limited. $30 per person; museum members receive a 10% discount.

Live in the Planetarium is made possible with support from the Hearst Foundation and the Fischersund Collective, in connection with Faux Flora, currently on view at the Anchorage Museum.

BLINK: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space    
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 5, TOTE Kid Space   
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. Included with museum admission.    

First Friday at the Anchorage Museum   
6-9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Anchorage Museum         
Bring the whole family to enjoy free admission. Explore four floors of galleries and exhibitions, get hands-on in the Discovery Center, create in the Art Lab or watch Rapid Space Shorts in the Planetarium. 

Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts   
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.   

Gallery Hosting - Create and Reflect 
6, 6:15, 7, 7:15, 7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Third Floor, East Wing, Art of the North
Reflect on one of several pieces in the Art of the North Gallery in this volunteer-led material exploration. Great for all ages. No registration required. Free with First Friday admission. 

Gallery Hosting - Tsimshian and Haida Cultural Belongings
6:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center to learn about Tsimshian and Haida clothing and ornamentation. Drop-ins welcome. Included with First Friday admission. 

Gallery Hosting – Tlingit and Athabascan Cultural Belongings
6:45 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center to learn about Tlingit and Athabascan clothing and ornamentation. Drop-ins welcome. Included with First Friday admission. 
Gallery Hosting – Unangax̂ and Sugpiaq Cultural Belongings
7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center to learn about Unangax̂ and Sugpiaq clothing and ornamentation. No registration required. Included with First Friday admission. 
Gallery Hosting – Yup’ik Cultural Belongings
7:15 p.m. Friday Nov. 6, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center to learn about Yup'ik clothing and ornamentation. No registration required. Included with First Friday admission. 
Live in the Planetarium: Discover the Scent World of Iceland
5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Thomas Planetarium 
From the fresh green foliage of a Reykjavík summer to the mineral scent of a glacier dusted with volcanic soot, experience Iceland's landscapes and memories through fragrance, sound and storytelling.

Join Icelandic perfumery and art collective Fischersund for an immersive, small-group experience in the Anchorage Museum Planetarium. Through narrated scent poems, original fragrances, atmospheric music and ethereal visuals, Fischersund brings the sights, sounds and scents of Iceland to life. Encounter unexpected aromas of licorice, ocean air, metallic harbors and tart rhubarb as scent becomes a way to experience place, memory and imagination.

Registration required; space is limited. $30 per person; museum members receive a 10% discount.

Live in the Planetarium is made possible with support from the Hearst Foundation and the Fischersund Collective, in connection with Faux Flora, on view at the Anchorage Museum.



Faux Flora: Behind the Scents with the Fischersund Collective
7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Auditorium 
What inspires a fragrance? Go behind the scenes — and behind the scents — of the exhibition Faux Flora with the Fischersund Perfumery and Art Collective.
Discover how Iceland's landscapes and personal memories shape Fischersund's fragrances, from the lush greenery of Reykjavík summers to glaciers covered in volcanic soot. Through stories of growing up in the Icelandic countryside, the collective brings together scent, place and memory in unexpected ways. Join the artists for a conversation about the inspiration, techniques and creative process behind Faux Flora, 

Vital & Creative: Japanese Stab Bookbinding for Ages 55+
11 a.m.-2 p.m., Friday Nov. 6, Z.J. Loussac Library Learning Commons, 4th Floor 
Participants will learn to make their own softcover, hand-bound books and can check out bookbinding books from the library. Japanese stab binding is a traditional non-adhesive bookbinding technique where pages are gathered and “stabbed,” then stitched together with a needle and thread. Free. Space is limited; registration required. Presented in collaboration with Anchorage Public Libraries. Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults ages 55+.

Curators on the Floor for the Opening of “Grandeur and Grit: The Alaska Highway”
6:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Northern Narratives Gallery 
Join the curators of the exhibition Grandeur and Grit: The Alaska Highway to hear about Indigenous trade routes before construction, the Highway's creation during World War II, and its continuing role as a vital connection between Alaska and the rest of North America. 
Image: Personnel on equipment in a river, 1942. Office of History, HQ, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, RN 735-17c, 3506. 

Bank of America Museums on Us   
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7
noon-6 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8
Bank of America (BoA) cardholders enjoy one free general admission on the first weekend of the month with a BoA credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. BoA cardholders also receive a 10% discount on purchases at the Anchorage Museum Store on this day. No other discounts apply. 

Introductory Silversmithing (Sold Out) 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8 and Monday, Nov. 9, Seed Lab 
Design and fabricate jewelry and small metal objects using silver, bronze and copper sheets and wire, combined with other materials such as stones, ivory, wood and other natural and found objects. 

Methods include sawing, piercing, soldering, riveting, reticulation, use of a rolling mill, dapping, forging and bezel stone setting. Suitable for beginners as well as those with some experience. 

Fee is $250 plus materials (average project $10-30). 10% discount for museum members. Silver, bronze and copper, as well as some cabochon stones available for purchase. Students may provide their own tools and materials, including stones. 

Sensory-Friendly & Access Morning   
11 a.m.-Noon Sunday, Nov. 8, Atrium, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center. 
This self-directed drop-in session gives families and adults with developmental and physical disabilities, as well as those on the autism spectrum, the opportunity to visit the museum when it is closed to the public. The atrium, first-floor galleries and the Discovery Center will be open. A safe space is available, and an adult must accompany visitors 18 and younger.   $5 per family or group; museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required. Use the museum’s 7th Ave. entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org
Urban Harvest: Bringing Kelp into Your Kitchen 
6:30- 8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 10, Art Lab 
From food products to beauty supplies, learn how experts at Kachemak Kelp are growing and using kelp in Alaska waters. After the talk, prepare and try your own kelp creations. After class, attendees may explore the exhibition Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore to learn more about Alaska’s marine environments. Recommended for those 16 years and older. Urban Harvest is a program series that explores traditional skills in our contemporary lifestyles. The Kachemak Kelp Innovation Hub processes regeneratively farmed seaweed from Kachemak Bay and Cook Inlet, developing products and markets that support Alaska’s growing kelp industry.
Intermediate Silversmithing (Sold Out)
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 10 and Wednesday, Nov. 11 Seed Lab 
Design and fabricate jewelry and small metal objects using silver, bronze and copper sheets and wire, combined with other materials such as stones, ivory, wood and other natural and found objects. Methods include sawing, piercing, soldering, riveting, reticulation, use of a rolling mill, dapping, forging and bezel stone setting. Suitable for beginners as well as those with some experience. Fee is $250 plus materials (average project $10-30). 10% discount for museum members. Silver, bronze, and copper, as well as some cabochon stones available for purchase. Students may provide their own tools and materials, including stones. 
Repair and Reuse: Sashiko Repair
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, Seed Lab, 111 W 6th Ave.
Learn to repair rips and holes in woven denim or cotton by hand using embroidery techniques, including sashiko, a Japanese form of decorative reinforcement stitching. Bring a denim item to repair; basic supplies like needles, thread and scissors provided. Students are welcome to bring their own tools. Free; registration required. Doors open at 6 p.m., guided demonstration at 6:30 p.m. Have sewing resources to share? Add spare material, surplus thread and other craft items to the community resource table and take home something you need. This workshop series is based on a culture of repair, working to transform our culture into one that repairs more readily than it purchases, to create a more sustainable community. Workshops on mending, repairing outdoor gear, upcycling and fixing objects, along with sharing how-to skills, remind us that low-cost repairs help the climate. 

Upcoming workshops include: Dec. 9, Sewing Machine 101 (zippered bags); Jan. 13, Repairing base layers; Feb. 10, Sewing Machine 101 (applying patches and sewing curves
BLINK: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space   
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 12, TOTE Kid Space 
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. Included with museum admission.    
Photo: previous image

S.O.Summit: Emergencies in Climate, Art, and Society
November 13-14, 2026 (Fri., Sat.) 10:30 AM – 6:30 PM 
Anchorage Museum, 625 C St.
The S.O.Summit responds to a present-future shaped by overlapping emergencies and emerging possibilities for adaptation, preparedness, and action. Designed as a convening and laboratory, it brings together people working across art, climate, research, and community practice. 

Over two days, invited guests consider emergency preparedness amid increasing environmental, social, and infrastructural uncertainty. The summit foregrounds socially engaged art as a way to imagine, rehearse, and build cooperative models for the common good. It expands prevailing approaches to emergency preparedness by considering how artists and community-based practices contribute alongside more established planning and response efforts. 

This initiative builds on the Anchorage Museum’s longstanding place-based work around a changing world and collective action and is made possible, in part, by support from the Terra Foundation for American Art.


Art, Community and Care: A Discussion with Artist Duke Russell
5 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 14 4th Floor 
For more than five decades, Anchorage artist Duke Russell has documented the people, places and stories of his community through his artwork. But his commitment to bringing people together extends beyond the canvas and into the kitchen. Join Russell for a conversation about how cooking for groups supports his community activism and creates opportunities for connection and care. Surrounded by Russell's paintings and Ward Wells's photographs in the exhibition Everyday Anchorage: Duke Russell & Ward Wells, visitors are invited to take a seat at the table and consider what it means to prepare a meal for a neighbor. Free; registration required. A self-taught artist whose technical skills come from a career in film and theater, Russell draws inspiration from Alaska's history and the people who live here. His paintings often highlight historical and contemporary stories that have been overlooked or dismissed.


Members-Only CoLaborative Mornings     
11 a.m.-Noon Sunday, Nov. 15, CoLab 
Enjoy morning treats and creative making activities in CoLab, the museum’s all-ages space for collaboration. Available at these membership levels: Dual PLUS, Insider PLUS, and VIP.    

Member Mornings
9-10 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17 Atrium
Anchorage Museum members may enjoy a relaxed morning at the museum with coffee, pastries and a quiet hour in the galleries before the museum opens to the public.
All ages, available at all membership levels. Registration required.

BLINK: Story Time in the Gallery
10:30 am, Tuesday, Nov. 17, Conoco Phillips Gallery, 2nd floor
Join museum staff for a morning of stories and exhibition exploration every third Tuesday of the month. This month’s BLINK: Story Time in the Gallery will take place in Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons. Learn about the plants and animals of Alaska's landscape and hear stories about the rhythms of the seasons. Free, included with admission.
Upcoming Schedule
December 15 – Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore
January 19 – Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons
February 16 – Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore
March 16 – Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons

Beading Glass Balls with Courtney Griechen
4-8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17, Seed Lab
Learn beading basics from Sugpiaq and Yupik multidisciplinary artist Courtney Tatellgaq Rose Griechen and create a simple beaded glass ball with blown-glass fishing floats salvaged from Bristol Bay beaches. Registration required. $30, includes materials. Scholarships available. Presented with support from the Alaska Native Arts Foundation and the Arctic Willow Advisory Group.

CoLab-orations: Block Printing
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17, Discovery Center, CoLab
Unleash your creativity with this beginner-friendly relief printmaking class. Learn how to carve bold designs into rubber blocks, apply inks and print unique images onto paper. Materials provided. $20 materials fee; includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required. CoLab-orations is a monthly workshop for tweens (10-12 years old), teens and adults that provides an opportunity to explore a specific material or skill in-depth.

Sit and Knit: A Social Sit, Knit or Craft Night with Knitters of the North
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 18, Seed Lab
Third Wednesdays of the Month
Drop in with Knitters of the North for a laid-back sit-and-knit, crochet and craft night. Bring your fiber arts project or another creative tabletop craft, and we'll set aside an area for beginner knitters to learn together. All mediums are welcome. Bring what you’re working on or start something new. Free. 

BLINK: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space   
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 19, TOTE Kid Space
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. Included with museum admission.    

Cook Inlet Historical Society Presents: Celebrating America250: Alaska’s Year of Dreams
7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19, Auditorium or Online via Crowdcast 
Join Alaska State Historian and Co-commissioner of America2050-Alaska Katherine (Katie) Ringsmuth, PhD, for a look back at Alaska's year-long America250 celebration, which brought together communities from Anchorage's Mountain View neighborhood to the Pribilof Islands. Ringsmuth shares highlights from the statewide commemoration, lessons learned and insights into how anniversaries can support historic preservation, encourage heritage tourism, and strengthen community pride. This is an event in the 2026-27 Cook Inlet Historical Society Lecture Series. These free public presentations are presented live and virtually, with recordings available via Crowdcast. Those attending in person should use the 7th Avenue entrance to access the auditorium. Ringsmuth oversees the state's National Register of Historic Places and authored Alaska's Fields of Dreamers: America's Pastime in the Far North.

Panel Breaks: Alaska Comic Workshop Sessions with Tadd Galusha
6-8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21 Seed Lab
Join comic illustrator Tadd Galusha for a free workshop series featuring instructional presentations, live art demos and one-on-one portfolio reviews aimed at helping you advance your comic project. This is a free, drop-in program. “Panel Breaks” refers both to the creative use of space in comic design and the chance to take a break from daily life to focus on making comics together. Upcoming Panel Breaks Include: Dec. 19, Jan. 16, & Feb. 27. 

[bookmark: _Ref215843583]NOVEMBER EVENTS IN THE THOMAS PLANETARIUM 

Listening to Alaska
3:30 p.m. Tuesday – Sunday, Nov. 1 – Nov. 30, Thomas Planetarium
When scientists listen to Alaska, what do they learn? Join researchers who launch rockets into the aurora, maintain seismic stations and visit an archaeological dig site. Examine permafrost impacts in rural Alaska and explore what has been frozen in the earth for thousands of years at a permafrost research tunnel. Get ready to be immersed in the world of Alaska research. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.
James Webb Space Telescope: The Story Unfolds
4:30 p.m. Tuesday – Sunday, Nov. 1 – Nov. 30, Thomas Planetarium
Discover the furthermost reaches of the universe as revealed by the James Webb Space Telescope, the most powerful telescope ever built. Witness the evolution of galaxies, the life cycle of stars and strange, distant worlds in this live, interactive show. Continuously updated as new images are revealed, this show explores the spectacular advances in our knowledge of the universe. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.
Moons: Worlds of Mystery
2:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 1, Thomas Planetarium
Follow in the footsteps of astronauts to our silvery Moon, then venture beyond to unfamiliar and exotic worlds. Journey to the outer planets and their moons before returning home with a newfound wonder about the dynamic, intricate solar system we all live in. Moons: Worlds of Mystery immerses you in the amazing diversity of moons and the important roles they play in shaping our solar system. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Wayfinders: Waves, Winds and Stars
2:30 p.m. Friday – Sunday, Nov. 6 – Nov. 8, Thomas Planetarium
This live-action film tells the story of the Polynesian Voyaging Society and the recovery of the nearly lost art and science of traditional, non-instrument navigation in Hawai’i and the Pacific. Sail on the deck of the voyaging canoe Hōkūle’a and explore traditional Polynesian navigation, learning how to read the stars and interpret the winds and waves to navigate without modern instruments. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Spark: The Universe in Us
2:30 p.m. Friday – Sunday, Nov. 13 – Nov. 15, Thomas Planetarium
Where did the building blocks of life come from? From the oxygen we breathe to the iron in our blood and the silicon in Earth’s mantle to the uranium that warms our planet’s core; we owe it all to the stars. Narrated by Diego Luna, Spark: The Universe in Us explores how hundreds of millions of celestial events have forged the elements that make up the solar system, Earth and us. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Solar System: A Wonderful Journey
2:30 p.m. Friday – Sunday, Nov. 20 – Nov. 22, Thomas Planetarium
Throughout thousands of years, people have looked at the starry arch with amusement. Stars have attracted and excited the human imagination, raising questions like: “What place do we occupy in the Universe? What is happening on neighboring planets? Is there some life there or are we alone in the entire Universe?” With breathtaking immersive visuals, explore new worlds and see the pure miraculous beauty of the Solar System. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Bella Gaia
2:30 p.m. Friday – Saturday, Nov. 27 – Nov. 29, Thomas Planetarium
Bella Gaia (Beautiful Earth) takes the audience on a spectacular journey around planet Earth, simulating the transformative effect astronauts feel while orbiting above. This poetic musical journey features astounding NASA visualizations of science data and enveloping scenery from around the world, from ancient Egyptian tombs, Indian rituals, cherry blossoms, and Tokyo & New York City scenes. Bella Gaia explores the relationship between human civilization and our ecosystem through time and space, illuminating humanity’s impact on nature in a way that taps audiences’ emotional intelligence. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Cartoons in the Dome: Larry Cat in Space
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 7 –Nov. 30, Thomas Planetarium
Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with young children. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Cartoons in the Dome: Mysteries of your Brain
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 7 – Nov. 30, Thomas Planetarium
Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with young children. $6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Private Planetarium Group Experience
5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 1 – Nov. 30, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Come explore the Thomas Planetarium when it’s closed to the public. We offer private parties for groups of up to six people, Friday through Sunday from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Each program is a private, educator-led, interactive experience for all ages.Includes museum admission for up to 6 participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie and a hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activity. Choose from our selection of interactive quests or movie & making offerings. $100 fee per group, per event. $50 for museum members. Registration required at least 24 hours in advance. Email planetarium@anchoragemuseum.org for information about additional participants.

Blink: Story Time in the Dome  
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 5, Thomas Planetarium, Elisa & Aaron
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art and science. Best for ages 5 and under. Included with museum admission. 

Video Games in the Dome
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 12, Thomas Planetarium
Using Kinetarium, a multiplayer gaming platform designed for planetariums, participants use their smartphones to join others, solve puzzles, uncover secrets and crack high scores in a variety of games that fill the dome. Kinetarium offers a way to approach scientific topics from a completely new perspective: as a curious, exploring group, all in real time. Experience how challenging even the simplest tasks can be when collaborative decision-making, coordination and teamwork are required. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

Rapid Space Shorts
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8, & 8:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Thomas Planetarium
Rapid Space Shorts are short planetarium experiences ranging from constellation tours of the night sky to cruises around the solar system to lessons on light, the aurora borealis, and other astronomy topics. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.

Chaos & Order: A Mathematic Symphony
5:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20 & Saturday, Nov. 21, Thomas Planetarium 
Do maths have a color? Do they have a sound? Media-artist Rocco Helmchen and composer Johannes Kraas try to answer these questions in their latest fulldome edutainment show Chaos and Order – A Mathematic Symphony. Structured into four “movements” from geometric forms, algorithms, simulations to chaos theory, the show explores breathtaking animated visuals of unprecedented beauty in the realm of mathematics. $10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members. Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 13 and older. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Trivia in the Dome: Title
4:30pm & 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19, Thomas Planetarium 
Do you know the universe like the back of your astronaut-gloved hand and feel like a real rocket scientist light-years ahead of everyone? Then you’ve come to the right place! Numerous fellow trivia participants are chasing the high score. Stretch your fingers, warm up your smartphones, and get ready for exciting trivia that is out of this world. Trivia in the Dome is a monthly program on third Thursdays, October – April, at 4:30 p.m. and again at 5:30 p.m. Trivia themes change monthly. Free; Ticket required and available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

Planetarium Show: Resolution
5:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 27 & Saturday, Nov. 28, Thomas Planetarium 
Resolution is a groundbreaking, award-winning, 45-minute immersive experience set to The Polyphonic Spree’s powerful new album, Salvage Enterprise. An international team of Oscar- and Emmy-winning artists created this stunning visual odyssey, including creators behind some of Disney’s most iconic films. It unfolds around a glowing campfire, where each song reveals the inner world of the person seated there. From soaring through canyons to flying ships in the clouds, racing puppets on RC cars to drifting through psychedelic starscapes, every moment is a spectacular fusion of music, story and wonder. $10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members. Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 13 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion and other sensory-stimulating effects. 
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Landscape Painting with Duke Russell 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 1, Art Lab 
Join Anchorage artist Duke Russell for a hands-on painting workshop inspired by his landscape paintings. Learn and practice the acrylic painting techniques Russell uses in his own work, then put your new skills to use by creating a piece to take home. Open to artists of all experience levels, from beginners to experienced painters. All materials are provided. Presented in conjunction with the exhibition Everyday Anchorage: Duke Russell & Ward Wells. Russell draws inspiration from Alaska's history and the people who live here. His paintings often highlight historical and contemporary stories that have been overlooked or dismissed. $125 per person; $100 for museum members.

VIP Director’s Tour: The Museum Through Time
6- 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2, Atrium Kendra Harvey
Take a behind-the-scenes look at the Anchorage Museum's history, from its beginnings to the building we know today. Explore the museum’s many expansions and transformations, hear the stories behind key architectural decisions and discover the behind-the-scenes spaces and stories that have shaped the museum.

Open to VIP and Lifetime members; registration required.

Slow Craft Sessions: Sprang
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 2 Seed Lab 
Slow down and explore your creative side in this slow craft handwork series. Slow Craft Sessions, hosted by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild, showcase a chosen technique, from loom weaving to macrame and more. In this session, learn the art of sprang, a warp-only weaving method dating back to the Viking era. Materials provided. 
$5 Materials Fee. Registration required. This event is part of a Slow Craft series on the first Wednesday of the month. Join us to explore creative practices and connect with the local crafters, build community and find a new spark.
BLINK: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space   
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 3, TOTE Kid Space   
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. Included with museum admission.    

Vital & Creative: Tapestry Weaving for Ages 55+
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3, Seed Lab 
Discover the art of tapestry weaving in this hands-on workshop designed for adults ages 55 and older. Practiced across cultures for thousands of years, tapestry weaving offers a creative way to work with color, texture and pattern. Join museum staff to make your own cardboard loom, learn weaving techniques and create a decorative tapestry to take home. No prior experience is needed. All materials are provided.
$15 materials fee, includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required. Vital & Creative is a series of hands-on creative workshops and materials explorations for adults ages 55 and older. 

First Friday at the Anchorage Museum   
6-9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4, Anchorage Museum         
Bring the whole family to enjoy free admission. Explore four floors of galleries and exhibitions, get hands-on in the Discovery Center, create in the Art Lab, or watch Rapid Space Shorts in the Planetarium. 

Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts   
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.   

Gallery Hosting - Create and Reflect 
6, 6:15, 6:30, 6:45, 7 & 7:15 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4, Third Floor, East Wing, Art of the North
Reflect on one of several pieces in the Art of the North Gallery in this Volunteer-led material exploration. Great for all ages. No registration required. Free with First Friday admission. 

Gallery Hosting - Yup’ik Cultural Belongings
6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center to learn about Yup'ik clothing and ornamentation. Drop-ins welcome. Included with First Friday admission.

Gallery Hosting - St. Lawrence Island Yupik and Eastern Siberian Cultural Belongings
6:45 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center to learn about St. Lawrence Island Yupik and Eastern Siberian clothing and ornamentation. Drop-ins welcome. Included with First Friday admission.

Gallery Hosting -Inupiat Cultural Belongings
7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center to learn about Inupiat clothing and ornamentation. Drop-ins welcome. Included with First Friday admission.

Bank of America Museums on Us   
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5
noon-6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 6
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first weekend of the month with a BoA credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. BoA cardholders also receive a 10% discount on purchases at the Anchorage Museum Store on this day. No other discounts apply. 

Anchorage Museum Book Club: “Sivulliq: Ancestor” by Lily Tuzroyluke
11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 5, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center 
Experience stories of the North through a different kind of book club, one where the setting is the gallery itself. The Anchorage Museum Book Club meets quarterly to read and reflect on books that deepen our understanding of the Circumpolar North. Each selection connects to museum exhibitions or collections, and each discussion takes place in the gallery most aligned with the book’s themes. 

This month’s selection is “Sivulliq: Ancestor” by Lily Tuzroyluke, a historical fiction novel that tells the story of an Iñupiaq mother’s journey to rescue her daughter from Yankee whalers.
This public program is open to anyone; no need to attend every session, just register for the dates that interest you. While we don’t serve snacks (we’re in the galleries), each discussion includes a mini tour of related objects led by museum staff, tying the experience closely to place. 



Recommended for adults. Included with admission; registration required.
   
Need a copy of this month’s book? Check out the Anchorage Museum Store. 
 
Upcoming Books 
Feb. 20: “Raising Ourselves: A Gwich’in Coming of Age Story from the Yukon River” by Velma Wallis 
April 10: “Salmon: A Fish, the Earth, and the History of Their Common Fate” by Mark Kurlanksky

Urban Harvest: Homemade Lip Balm 
6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8 Seed Lab
Learn how to make your own lip balm to protect your lips from Alaska’s winter weather. Explore the different herbs and oils that can be used to make skin protectants. These homemade lip balms are an excellent gift for your loved ones this holiday season. Class participants will take home one balm for themselves and a few to give away. Registration required. $15 materials fee.
Urban Harvest is a class series exploring traditional skills in our contemporary lifestyle.
Scientist Spotlight: Alaska Berries
5:30-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 10, Art Lab 
Join plant ecologist Christa Mulder, co-author of the Alaska Berry Future Project's Berry Booklets, for a Scientist Spotlight exploring how environmental changes are affecting the berries many Alaskans harvest.

Continue the experience in the exhibition Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons, where floor-to-ceiling illustrations from Goade's books, including Berry Song, celebrate the connections between people, plants and place. Then, get creative with a museum educator and make your own berry-inspired keychain to take home.

$15 per person; $13.50 for museum members. Includes museum admission.

BLINK: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space  
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 10, TOTE Kid Space   
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. Included with museum admission.    
Repair & Reuse: Zippered Bags + Machine Sewing 101 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 9, Seed Lab 
Learn how to do basic stitches on a sewing machine. Practice your new skill by making a reusable cloth bag, with or without a zipper. Have a bag you need to fix? Feel free to bring that as well. This class focuses on sewing machines; bring your own from home or share one of the four machines provided. Materials provided. Free; registration required. Doors open at 6; guided demonstration at 6:30.
  
This workshop series is based on a culture of repair, working to transform our culture into one that repairs more readily than it purchases, to create a more sustainable community. Workshops on mending, repairing outdoor gear, upcycling, and fixing objects, along with sharing how-to skills, remind us that low-cost repairs help the climate. 
  
Upcoming workshops include:  
Jan. 13: Repairing base layers 
Feb. 10: Sewing Machine 101 (applying patches and sewing curves)

Dark Daze Music Fest
6:30 p.m. doors, 7-10 p.m. show, Saturday, Dec. 12, Anchorage Museum 625 C St. 
Dark Daze Music Fest is turning downtown Anchorage into a celebration of Alaska music and culture! On Saturday, Dec. 12, the Anchorage Museum will once again open its doors as an official venue for Dark Daze Music Fest 2026:
This year's lineup will be announced soon. (psst, it's going to be absolutely bonkers!)
$59 Early Bird weekend passes are available now at https://dionysustickets.com/dark-daze-music-fest
Museum-only tickets will be for sale in early December ($40 advance, $50 door). 
Hotel packages and festival news at darkdazemusicfest.com. Download the Dark Daze Festival app in the App Store and stay up to date with news and lineup announcements.

Sensory-Friendly & Access Morning
11 a.m.-12 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center 
This self-directed drop-in session gives families and adults with developmental and physical disabilities, as well as those on the autism spectrum, the opportunity to visit the museum when it is closed to the public. The atrium, first-floor galleries, and the Discovery Center will be open. An adult must accompany visitors under 18.   
$5 per family or group; museum members receive a 10% discount. Limited capacity. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card. Use the museum’s 7th Ave. entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org  

BLINK: Story Time in the Gallery
10:30 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 15. Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries 
Join Museum staff for a morning of stories and exhibition exploration every third Tuesday of the month. This month’s BLINK: Story Time in the Gallery will take place in Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore. Learn about the plants and animals of the Arctic marine ecosystem and hear stories about researchers studying the waters around Alaska. 
Upcoming Schedule:
January 19 – Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons
February 16 – Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore
March 16 – Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons


CoLab-orations: Recycled Snowflake Ornaments
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 15, Discovery Center, CoLab 
Looking for an accessible, budget-friendly way of repurposing paper towel and toilet rolls? Join museum staff to learn how to make decorative snowflake ornaments for the holiday season. All materials will be provided, but participants may bring their own supplies.
 
$15 materials fee, includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Space is limited; registration is required.
 
CoLab is a hands-on learning environment for all ages that fosters the creative making process through the exploration of tools, materials and skills that highlight the innovative spirit of the North.
 
CoLab-orations is a monthly workshop for tweens (10-12 years old), teens and adults that provides an opportunity to explore a specific material or skill in-depth.

Sit and Knit: A Social Knit, Crochet, or Craft night with Knitters of the North
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 16 Seed Lab

Join Anchorage knitting guild, Knitters of the North (KOTN), for a casual craft night where you can work on a project, share ideas, and enjoy conversation with others who love to create. Bring your knitting, crochet or another tabletop craft, or start something new and connect with fellow makers for a relaxed evening of knitting, crocheting and creativity.

New to knitting? A dedicated space for beginners offers an opportunity to learn alongside others. All experience levels and creative mediums are welcome.

Free. No registration needed  

BLINK: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space   
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 17, TOTE Kid Space   
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. Included with museum admission.    

Panel Breaks: Alaska Comic Workshop Sessions with Tadd Galusha
6-8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19 Seed Lab
Join comic illustrator Tadd Galusha for a free workshop series featuring instructional presentations, live art demos and one-on-one portfolio reviews aimed at helping you advance your comic project. Free, drop-in program.

“Panel Breaks” refers both to the creative use of space in comic design and the chance to take a break from daily life to focus on making comics together.

Upcoming Panel Breaks dates include: Jan. 16 & Feb. 27 
CoLaborative Mornings
11 a.m.-Noon Sunday, Dec. 20, CoLab Kendra Harvey
Enjoy morning treats and creative making activities in CoLab, the Museum’s all-ages space for collaboration.   
Available at these membership levels: Dual PLUS, Insider PLUS, and VIP.    


Winter Break Camps 
Arctic Marine Science Camp (Ages 7-9)
Dec. 22-23, Tuesday-Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Art Lab 
Dive into the sounds, sights and science of the Arctic Marine universe. Get ready to make a splash with hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) activities and gallery experiences. Campers will learn about Alaska’s marine ecosystem, soundscape ecology and Arctic research projects, engaging in these topics through the interdisciplinary lens of art, science and traditional Indigenous knowledge. 

Camps run from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., with complimentary drop-off starting at 8:30 a.m. and pick-up until 4:30 p.m. Ages 7-9.

$150, 10% discount for members

Winter Break Camps 
Power Camp (Ages 10-12)
Dec. 29-30, Tuesday-Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. Art Lab 
What could a potato and the sun possibly have in common? They are both sources of power! Discover how resources such as water, wind and yes, even vegetables, can be harnessed into clean, renewable energy. Through hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) activities, interactive science-based inquiry, planetarium shows, and gallery tours, campers will power up their problem-solving skills and scientific thinking. 

Camps run from 9:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m., with complimentary drop-off starting at 8:30 a.m. and pick-up until 4:30 p.m. Ages 10-12.

$150, 10% discount for members
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Mars: The Ultimate Voyage

3:30 p.m. Tuesday – Sunday, Dec. 1 – Dec. 31, Thomas Planetarium
What will it take to get astronauts to Mars and back safely? This planetarium production highlights NASA research and training initiatives that are preparing the next generation of astronauts who will head to Mars. Learn how creativity, collaboration, communication, and expertise across a wide range of fields are key to the success of deep space travel. 

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

James Webb Space Telescope: The Story Unfolds
4:30 p.m. Tuesday – Sunday, Dec. 1 – Dec. 31, Thomas Planetarium
Discover the furthest reaches of the universe as revealed by the James Webb Space Telescope, the most powerful telescope ever built. Witness the evolution of galaxies, the life cycle of stars and strange, distant worlds in this live, interactive show. Continuously updated as new images are revealed, this show explores the spectacular advances in our knowledge of the universe.
$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Arcs to Auroras
2:30 p.m. Friday – Sunday, Dec. 4 – Dec. 6, Thomas Planetarium
Earth’s magnetic field protects our planet from energetic particles from the Sun and galaxy, and the water in our atmosphere from being swept away by the solar wind. Arcs to Auroras shows the first aurora seen simultaneously from the ground and the ISS, and discusses the MMS (Magnetospheric Multiscale) mission and its quest to understand the magnetic connection between Earth and the Sun.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.



Apollo & Beyond
2:30 p.m. Friday – Sunday, Dec. 11 – Dec. 13, Thomas Planetarium
The 24 Apollo astronauts who reached lunar orbit were the first humans to escape Earth’s gravitational pull. In Apollo & Beyond, we share their exhilarating adventure on the moon and create a realistic future lunar community where humans could enjoy this low-gravity world. Then we explore the other worlds in our solar system, imagining how we might live and have fun there. Finally, we investigate the universe to understand what gravity really is and to appreciate its power in shaping our cosmos and determining our destiny.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

The Pretty Cool Space Movie
2:30 p.m. Friday – Thursday, Dec. 18 – Dec. 31, Thomas Planetarium
The Pretty Cool Space Movie is a visually stunning space journey that takes audiences on an immersive, mesmerizing odyssey from Earth to the farthest reaches of the universe. See awe-inspiring views of the planets, moons, and cosmic wonders, from the icy rings of Saturn to the distant edges of Pluto. Spectacular nebulae and distant galaxies highlight the cosmos's breathtaking beauty and mystery.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Cartoons in the Dome (BLINK edition): Kiru
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 5 and Saturday, Dec. 12, Thomas Planetarium	
11:30 a.m. Friday – Thursday, Dec. 18 – Dec. 31, Thomas Planetarium
Cartoons in the Dome (BLINK edition) is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture, and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with young children ages 2-5.
$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.
Cartoons in the Dome: Beyond the Sun
12:30 p.m. Saturday – Sunday, Dec. 5 – Dec. 13, Thomas Planetarium
12:30 p.m. Friday – Thursday, Dec. 18 – Dec. 31, Thomas Planetarium
While Celeste fights off sleep in her room by reading a book on astronomy, Moon makes an unexpected visit. Together, they take a journey through the universe to discover what exoplanets are and how to detect them. They observe rogue planets, oceanic worlds, and super-Earths. Moon tells her about exoplanet hunters, who observe the sky in search of planets like Earth, and the many adventures yet to come.

Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with children (ages 5-13). 
$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.
Saturn & Beyond
1:30 p.m. Saturday – Sunday, Dec. 1 – Dec. 13	, Thomas Planetarium
1:30 p.m. Friday – Thursday, Dec. 18 – Dec. 31, Thomas Planetarium
Saturn’s rings are one of the most beautiful sights in the solar system. Astronomers have known about these rings for over 400 years, yet they still present many questions. Learn the history of the discovery of Saturn’s rings and see the mysterious features captured by spacecraft that have visited the planet.
$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Private Planetarium Group Experience
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 1 – Dec. 31, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Explore the Thomas Planetarium when it’s closed to the public. We offer private parties for groups of up to six people Friday through Sunday, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Each program is a private, educator-led, interactive experience for all ages.
Includes museum admission for up to 6 participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activity. Choose from our selection of interactive quests or movie & making offerings. 

$100 fee per group, per event. 
$50 for museum members.
$15 per additional person up to maximum capacity (based on specific program option, see webpage for details)
Advanced registration required at least 24 hours in advance.
Email planetarium@anchoragemuseum.org with questions or for more information.

Blink: Storytime in the Dome  
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 3, Thomas Planetarium (Elisa & Aaron)
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art, and science. Best for ages 5 and under. Included with museum admission. 

Video Games in the Dome
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3, Dec. 10, Dec. 31, Thomas Planetarium
Using Kinetarium, a multiplayer gaming platform designed for planetariums, participants use their smartphones to join others, solve puzzles, uncover secrets, and crack high scores in a variety of games that fill the dome. Kinetarium offers a way to approach scientific topics from a completely new perspective: as a curious, exploring group, all in real time. Experience how challenging even the simplest tasks can be when collaborative decision-making, coordination, and teamwork are required.
Free; ticket required and available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

Rapid Space Shorts: Stellar Women in Astronomy
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8, & 8:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4, Thomas Planetarium
Explore our stellar timeline: from Hypatia’s ancient wisdom to Caroline Herschel’s comets, to Maria Mitchell’s stars, and Henrietta Leavitt’s galaxies, and to modern pioneers like Katherine Johnson, Vera Rubin, Jocelyn Bell and Katie Bouman. This inspiring journey spotlights brilliance too often overlooked. Celebrate these trailblazing women and discover how their groundbreaking breakthroughs continue to shape astronomy and inspire future generations of stargazers. 

Rapid Space Shorts are short planetarium experiences that range from constellation tours of the night sky to cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis and many other astronomy topics. 

Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.

Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon
5:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5, Thomas Planetarium	
Immerse yourself in Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon. This full-dome light-and-music show expands on the classic album with captivating HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 13 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion and other sensory-stimulating effects. Not recommended for those who may have conditions that could be aggravated by this experience. 

Pink Floyd: The Wall
5:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11, Thomas Planetarium	
Lose yourself in Pink Floyd’s masterpiece The Wall. This full-dome light and music show interprets this classic album through mesmerizing HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 13 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion and other sensory-stimulating effects. Not recommended for those who may have conditions that could be aggravated by this experience. 

Trivia in the Dome
4:30 & 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 17, Thomas Planetarium	
Do you know the universe like the back of your astronaut-gloved hand and feel like a real rocket scientist light-years ahead of everyone? Then you’ve come to the right place! Numerous fellow trivia participants are chasing the high score. Stretch your fingers, warm up your smartphones, and get ready for exciting trivia that is out of this world.

Trivia in the Dome is a monthly program that occurs on third Thursdays, October – April, at 4:30 p.m. and again at 5:30 p.m. Trivia themes change monthly. 
Free; Ticket required and available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.
Space & Time
5:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18 & Saturday, Dec. 19, Thomas Planetarium	
Space and Time is a ten-song musical and visual project by Kael Alden, four years in the making. Each track gets its own distinct visual world: otherworldly vistas, animated shorts and ominous encounters with wildlife, moving from inward, personal territory out to the far reaches of the universe.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 13 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion and other sensory-stimulating effects. Not recommended for those who may have conditions that could be aggravated by this experience. 


Led Zeppelin: Cosmic Light Show
5:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 26, Thomas Planetarium 
Be transported by mood-altering art and graphics choreographed to Led Zeppelin’s biggest hits, including Whole Lotta Love, Immigrant Song and Ramble On. This immersive experience plays out on the museum's full-dome planetarium screen in concert with a state-of-the-art sound system.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.
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UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS 

Rehearsals in Worldbuilding: Lada Suomenrinne and Jenni Laiti 
On view Oct. 16, 2026– April 4, 2027

Rehearsals in Worldbuilding: Lada Suomenrinne and Jenni Laiti brings together the work of two Sámi artists who consider their homelands in northern Finland and Norway as sites of layered meaning and memory. Through photography and film, the artists find new ways to express Arctic knowledge and deeply held relationships between people, lands, waters, and living beings. Together, the artists use the camera as a world-building tool, inviting viewers to reconsider what images can document—and what forms of knowledge they can carry.

Grandeur and Grit: The Alaska Highway
On view Nov. 6, 2026–Fall, 2028

Stretching 1,422 miles from Dawson Creek, British Columbia, to Delta Junction, Alaska, the Alaska Highway is more than a road. It is a corridor shaped by centuries of travel, trade, migration, military strategy, tourism and imagination. This exhibition explores the many stories of the Alaska Highway, from Indigenous routes and relationships that long predate its construction, to its creation during World War II and its continuing role as a vital connection between Alaska and the rest of North America. Along the way, it examines how the highway has influenced movement, settlement, commerce, and ideas about the North. Conceived by the U.S. military as a wartime supply route, the Alaska Highway was built in 1942 by approximately 10,000 soldiers and 15,000 civilian workers in less than a year. Crossing mountains, forests, rivers and permafrost, the project dramatically reshaped landscapes and communities across northwestern Canada and Alaska. When the highway opened to the public in 1948, it quickly became a symbol of adventure and possibility. Families, workers, military personnel, tourists and new residents traveled its length, creating stories that continue to define the route today. From roadside lodges and gas stations to wildlife encounters and unexpected detours, the Alaska Highway remains both a practical lifeline and a powerful cultural icon. Curated in collaboration with historian Ian C. Hartman, director of the Institute of Social and Economic Research at the University of Alaska Anchorage.
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Faux Flora
On view through Sept. 12, 2027

Faux Flora imagines new flowering plant species through artwork blending scent, sound and visuals. Each flower in this multisensory exhibition stirs emotions and invites distinct experiences, combining well-known Icelandic motifs and fragrances into an inventive botanical landscape. Forms of life intertwine in this exhibition created by Iceland-based Fischersund Art Collective, progressing through five chapters referencing germination, growth, flowering, seed formation, and dispersal. Each chapter mirrors the stages of human life: birth, childhood, adolescence, adulthood, and death. Visitors will experience these imagined flowers through sight, scent, and sound. Fischersund identifies each plant in the exhibition, drawing on botanical treatises spanning centuries, and presents it alongside contemporary portrayals of flowers in video art and hand-painted photography. These visuals are paired with perfume, a primary artistic medium for the Fischersund Art Collective, which provides important olfactory information for plant identification. A soundscape composed for the exhibition marks the culmination of the sequential, time-bound journey within Faux Flora.

Sienna Shields: Hollow Holds the Whole
On view through September 2027

Evoking silty glacial rivers, lush beds of moss, velvety night skies, and the luminous quality of Arctic light, Hollow Holds the Whole invites viewers to traverse a landscape of abstracted sculptural environments. Comprising immersive beaded installations, video, and sound, Sienna Shields’ exhibition cultivates the wonderment and disorientation that can occur when encountering elemental nature. In her hands, the small hollow of a bead becomes a vehicle of expansive connection as Shields threads together hundreds of thousands of beads and miles of wire. The physical and social resonance of her materials takes on new dimensionality—synthetic plastic hair beads and metal cable evoke connections to technology, race, culture, and commerce—forces that shape contemporary life at both the micro and macro levels.

Nunalleq: The Old Village
On view Oct. 2, 2026– April 4, 2027 

On the Bering Sea coast, near the village of Quinhagak, lies Nunalleq ("Old Village"), the remains of a 16th-century Yup'ik settlement that long predates the first European contact in Alaska. Today, thawing permafrost and increasingly severe coastal storms are eroding the fragile shoreline, threatening to carry Nunalleq's history into the sea.
In 2009, the community of Quinhagak took action to preserve its cultural heritage. Rather than watch their ancestors' belongings wash away, community members partnered with archaeologists to establish the Nunalleq Archaeology Project. Since then, more than 200,000 artifacts have been carefully excavated and conserved, including tools, dolls, masks, clothing, hunting gear, and other everyday objects that offer remarkable insight into Yup'ik life centuries ago. Nunalleq: The Old Village is an installation that introduces the story of this community-led effort. Elders, youth, and researchers work side by side, sharing knowledge, language, stories, and scientific methods. Archaeology at Nunalleq is not only about understanding the past—it is also about strengthening Yup'ik culture and identity, reconnecting younger generations with ancestral knowledge, and ensuring that these stories endure for the future. Made possible with support from Mellon Foundation.

Cameron Harvey: Family of Things
2026 Toronto Biennial of Art, Things Fall Apart
On view through Dec. 20, 2026

Created in response to the 2024-25 wildfires in the Los Angeles area where the artist lives, Cameron Harvey’s series of large-scale paintings evokes chaparral leaves transformed by fire. Chaparral is California’s largest native plant community, and plays an important role in watershed protection, erosion control, and ecosystem abundance. Harvey is drawn to the idea that plants, as ancient ancestors of humans, “can teach us how to adapt, change, protect ourselves, and look to our communities for support.” 
Organized around a central midline, each painting incorporates gentle drapery and subtle shifts in color inspired by leaves the artist collected as specimens. Executed at a scale that transforms close observation into an embracing, meditative experience, the works explore ideas of impermanence, interconnectedness, and transcendence. Harvey reflects that her paintings, like all living things, “are always in a state of becoming and undoing at the same time.” 


The Hapa Project/Alaska
A community portrait installation by Kip Fulbeck
On view through Spring 2027 

During a residency at the Anchorage Museum in summer 2025, artist and author Kip Fulbeck developed an Alaska chapter of The Hapa Project. Through portrait sessions held across Anchorage, he photographed 89 Alaskans whose images and handwritten responses are presented here. Fulbeck began The Hapa Project in 2001, inviting participants to respond to a simple question: "Who are you?" Over the past 25 years, the project has grown to include more than 1,200 portraits and personal statements. Together, they offer a collective portrait of how people describe themselves, their families, their experiences, and their sense of belonging. Visitors are invited to get involved with The Hapa Project/Alaska during select portrait sessions. Participants will have their portraits taken and respond to the question, "Who are you?" New portraits and statements may be added to the installation throughout its presentation.

Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons 
On view April 11, 2027

Alaska’s landscape is defined by seasonality, as changes in light, weather, plant and animal life, temperature, sound, and mood shape the dynamic shifts that occur as the land transitions from the abundance of summer into the darkness of winter. This exhibition celebrates the beauty and richness of these cyclic rhythms. Drawn from Michaela Goade’s books Berry Song and Moon Song, images, sketches, and process videos immerse viewers into the jeweled bounty of summertime berry-picking and the crystalline stillness of a winter walk. 
Goade is a Tlingit and Norwegian artist based in Sitka, Alaska. She became the first Native American to receive the prestigious Caldecott Medal in 2021 for children’s book illustration for her work on We Are Water Protectors, written by Carole Lindstrom. Her work centers on love, gratitude, and a deep appreciation for place, encouraging readers to connect with the land and their communities, and inspiring the next generation to be thoughtful placekeepers.

Everyday Anchorage: Duke Russell & Ward Wells 
On view through August 2027

Experience Anchorage through different eras in the work of painter Duke Russell and photographer Ward Wells (1920–1982). Russell’s paintings from the past three decades, in conversation with Wells’ commercial and studio photographs from the late 1940s through the 1970s, show how both artists celebrate weird and wonderful aspects of Anchorage life, including people, architecture, parks, and a changing landscape influenced by tourism, development, and urban growth.

Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore 
On view through April 4, 2027

This exhibition invites visitors aboard a recreated section of the University of Alaska Fairbanks research vessel Sikuliaq, spotlighting the power of science and the people behind it in deepening our understanding of the Arctic marine ecosystem. 
Through immersive storytelling and hands-on learning, visitors will encounter the complex, interconnected life of northern waters and explore how anyone, scientist or not, can help shape what we know about the world around us. Presented with support from the North Pacific Research Board and First National Bank Alaska.


Dena’ina Ełnena 
On view through 2027
Stretching from the Kenai Peninsula, reaching north beyond Talkeetna, and extending westward to the Upper Stony River, the traditional homeland of the Dena’ina people covers more than 41,000 square miles across Southcentral Alaska. For thousands of years, the Dena’ina have cared for and sustained this place, building deep relationships with the land and waters that surround us.This installation of murals created by Iñupiaq artist and graphic designer Katie O’Connor highlights three locations of importance to the Eklutna Dena’ina of the Anchorage area: Susni Kaq’ (Susitna River) to the west, Dgheyaytnu (Ship Creek) to the north, and Idluytnu (Eklutna) to the east. Near these murals are Dena’ina words that describe different aspects of the surrounding ecosystems. They are primarily drawn from the Upper Cook Inlet dialect spoken by the people of Eklutna. Indigenous place names offer more than geographic reference. They reflect cultural, environmental, historical, and spiritual understandings that continue to shape the region. Learning and using Dena’ina language honors the people who have called this area home long before it became known as Anchorage.


Arctic Sculpture: Ivory Carvings from the Anchorage Museum Collection
On view through Sept. 30, 2026

Arctic Sculpture celebrates the connection between walrus and Alaska Native people who have skillfully carved and sculpted walrus ivory for millennia. On view are varied examples of ivory forms from Inuit and Saint Lawrence Island Yupik cultures, including items made for leisure, trade, and tourism like cribbage boards and model ships, as well as original works of art. Visitors will appreciate intricate scrimshaw, as well as expertly carved figurines representing Arctic birds, marine mammals, humans, and the spirit realm.
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Alaska Exhibition
Alaska is a land of contrasts and extremes, a complex social and natural landscape that lends itself to myth and cliché. The Alaska exhibition tells the story of Alaska through multiple voices and perspectives, reflecting the ingenuity, technology, ways of knowing and intimate understanding of the landscape that have allowed people to survive and thrive across the North. The exhibition is organized by 13 themes reflecting essential aspects of life in Alaska, both today and throughout the state’s rich history. These themes reveal the identity of Alaska and its people. On view are more than 400 objects from the Anchorage Museum’s collections, including several acquired or on loan especially for this new exhibition. Visitors experience immersive installations throughout the exhibition with elements of sculpture, video, soundscapes, moving images and cinematic narratives with participative moments. The visitor journey follows an intuitive clockwise path that begins and ends at the same point. Visitors move forward in time, exploring themes and absorbing Alaska’s history as it relates to contemporary issues. At the heart of the gallery is a central space for hosting artists and performances, welcoming school groups, conducting readings, engaging in storytelling and gathering for events. A complementary gallery for temporary exhibitions related to Northern narratives is located next door. Together, these elements invite visitors to consider for themselves what Alaska really is – what is real, what is myth and what lives in that place in between.

Art of the North 
The Art of the North galleries, located in the museum’s Rasmuson Wing, present the museum’s art collection from the perspectives of American art and an international North. Paintings, sculpture, photography, video and other media offer varied perceptions of the Northern landscape through historical and contemporary depictions of both land and people. These galleries deliver a compelling narrative for the North. Documentary works from expedition artists, Romantic landscapes by 19th and 20th century painters and works by contemporary artists for whom landscape reflects a place in transition are presented. 

Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska
The Smithsonian Institution has loaned hundreds of indigenous Alaska artifacts to their place of origin, allowing access for hands-on study by Alaska Native elders, artists and scholars and viewing by museum visitors. These cultural and historical treasures are exhibited in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center at the Anchorage Museum. The center’s main exhibition, Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska, features more than 600 objects from the Smithsonian’s collections that were selected and interpreted with help from Alaska Native advisers. The exhibition includes two multimedia installations: A video installation about contemporary Alaska Native life plays on seven large, flat-screen TVs, while a 3-D sound installation along the west wall immerses visitors in the Arctic through recordings of Alaska Native storytellers and soundscapes of Alaska’s environment. In addition to its gallery space, the 10,000-square-foot center encourages research about Alaska through an archaeology laboratory and a community room where Alaska Native Elders, artists and scholars can study heritage objects up close. The Arctic Studies Center, established in 1988, is a federal research and education program focusing on peoples, history, archaeology and cultures across the circumpolar North. The center is part of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History. In 1994, the center partnered with the Anchorage Museum to open an Anchorage office. 
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The Anchorage Museum’s mission is to be a museum for people, place, planet and potential, in service of a sustainable and equitable North, with creativity and imagination for what is possible.

WINTER HOURS
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday
Noon to 6 p.m. Sundays
Closed Mondays
Extended hours to 9 p.m. Fridays October – April
*Hours subject to change; check anchoragemuseum.org/visit 
 
GENERAL ADMISSION
Free for museum members, $25 adults (18-64), $20 Alaska resident adults (18-64), $23 military/senior citizens/students, $12 ages 6 to 12, free ages 5 and younger. 
 
FREE FIRST FRIDAYS
Enjoy free admission 6-9 p.m. every First Friday
 
BANK OF AMERICA MUSEUMS ON US
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first Saturday and Sunday of every month with credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. Bank of America cardholders also receive a 10% discount on Anchorage Museum Store purchases on this day. No other discounts apply.
 
ONSITE PARKING
Public parking is available in the underground garage on evenings and weekends for a fee. Parking for people with disabilities is available daily. Pay parking fees at the garage pay box.
 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
Visitors with disabilities who need special assistance may call 907-929-9254.
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